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John Pribyl, PC News Publisher since 1982,
Passes away in Arlington, Texas, May 21

John P. Pribyl, publisher of the North Texas PC
News and long time-friend died Friday, May 21,
in Arlington.

John was 68. John is survived by his wife Vir-
ginia; his three sons, Steven, Patrick, and Wil-
liam, and his daughter, Anne Marie.

John was one of the earliest
members of the NTPCUG and
when someone suggested that
the Club publish a newsletter, he
volunteered. He has been the
publisher ever since.

He was also an artist and had re-
ceived several awards for his ink
artwork. In addition, John held a
patent for a water fountain syn-
chronized to music. John was a
member emeritus of the North
Texas PC Users Group, a member
of the Arlington Visual Arts As-
sociation, and a member of the Sons of Italy.

This week a letter arrived from Dr. Neil Bennett
containing some user group papers he found
while cleaning out his filing cabinet. Among the
papers was a copy of the original corporate
charter from the State of Texas for the NTPCUG
dated August 12, 1983. John Pribyl is listed as
one of the original officers.

All of us who knew John were enriched by the
experience. | have many memories ot working
with John to get equipment to publish the news-
letter, articles to fill empty pages, and mailing
labels in time to meet the crazy deadlines im-
posed by our changing meeting schedules. John,
we'll miss you.
Jim Hoisington

An editor and friend remembers John

This organization has lost one of those quiet
forces that is felt by everyone, but is noticed by
few. John Pribyl is gone. I didn’t really know

John P. Pribyl
never knew, but who gave so much of himself to

this users group (and ultimately to you). Thanks
John.

John that well -- and I regret that. He was just
the guy that published the newsletter. I helped
with editing the articles. I sometimes ran inter-
ference with writers for him. But, beyond the
scope of this newsletter we didn’t talk much.

John had a calm demeanor. I never once saw
him get angry or cross. When he
was disappointed with some-
thing, he would offer construc-
tive criticism rather than deride.
His manner motivated me to try
harder and work better.

John gave this newsletter a look
and style that I feel is unparal-
leled in any other users group
publication. He set a standard
that will be hard to sustain with-
out him.

Please take a moment to reflect
on this man who many of you

Doug McQuaid

North Texas PC Users Group
Names Publishing Board in June

Following the death of the North Texas PC News
Publisher, John Pribyl, Doug Gorrie, NTPCUG
President, appointed three members to a new,
interim PC Newsletter Publishing Board.
Douglas McQuaid will become Acting Publisher
and Executive Editor.

McQuaid will be assisted by Andy Oliver,
NTPCUG President-Elect, and Reagan Andrews,
member of the BOD, in continued publication of
the users group newsletter.

"Initial priority will be getting out the July and
August, 1993 issues," Mc Quaid stated. "We'd
prefer to continue un-interrupted while main-
taining John's standards for the PC News."
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Temoathy Carmiclacl

9.00 AM -10:00 AM

Graphics Works for Windows

10:00 AM - 11:.00 AM

11:00 AM - 11:30 AM

1:00 PM - 2:00 PM

Micrografx

Craig Simmons, Imaging Products Planner
The all-new Graphics Works gives you a complete graphics combination in one package. It includes Windows Draw;
PhotoMagic, the new image editor; Slideshow; WinChart for making charts and graphs; and Windows OrgChart for creat-
ing organizational charts. It also comes with 10,000 clip art images and 1,000 stock quality photos (500 images and 50
photos on diskette, the rest on CD-ROM). The package will be offered at an incredibly low price to attendees on this
day only, and there will be a drawing for free products. *

Norton Utilities 7.0

Symantec Corporation

Pat Bowler, Regional Sales Representative
Norton Ultilities is the award-winning standard for data recovery, protection and system diagnostics. It indudes a host of
new and improved features, including exdlusive data recovery and disk optimization of DOS 6.0 DoubleSpace, Stacker
and SuperStor compressed drives, complete hardware diagnostics, and support for hard disks of virtually any size.
Other enhancements are: additional File Fix data formats, Advanced Recovery Mode, enhanced rescue and emergency
disks, and compatibility with Windows 3.x. networks and DOS 6.0. There will be a drawing for free software. *

NTPCUG Business Meeting

DacEasy Accounting 4.3 Series

DacEasy, Incorporated

Julie Stratman, Education Program Manager
DacEasy Accounting software is well-known for being easy to start with and easy to grow with. Itis an integrated solu-
tion with a core package consisting of General Ledger, Cash, Accounts Receivable, Accounts Payable, Billing, Purchas-
ing and Inventory modules. Other modules can be added, indluding Payroll, Point of Sale and Order Entry. It runs on vir-
tually any IBM PC or compatible with 640Kb of RAM, and extensive training and support is available. There will be a

drawing for free t-shirts and software. *

* Tickets for each drawing will be given out from 10 minutes before until 15 minutes after the start-time of the meeting to attending

NTPCUG members who show proof of membership.

GOOD-BYE TO A FRIEND...

By now, many of you are aware that John Pribyl,
long-time friend of NTPCUG and Publisher of PC
NEWS, passed away on Friday, May 21. John's will-
ingness to volunteer goes back well before my mea-
ger four years. His contributions have been many,
and his devotion to the success of NTPCUG was un-
wavering. He will be sorely missed.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES...

NTPCUG is an all-volunteer organization. Without
your contribution of time and energy, NTPCUG

would have folded years ago. As we grow, and as
time passes, there is an ongoing need for new volun-
teers to take the place of old, and to help staff the
new positions that are the result of "change".

Our SIG leaders and assistants are probably our most
visible volunteers, managing our 40+ SIGs each
month. Also conspicuous are the many Information
Booth and Disk-of-the-Month (DOM) volunteers.
These and many others appear in the Volunteer
Guide section, and all deserve special mention.

We are in the process of reviewing our membership’s
man-hour contribution at each Saturday meeting.
Each participating User Group is responsible for pro-
viding personnel for setup and teardown functions in
the basement Vendor Showecase, and to place and re-
move whiteboards in meeting rooms. These activities
occur early (7 am) and late (2 pm) in the day, so can
be done without losing access to any presentations.
If enough of our members will volunteer for occa-
sional duty, we can spread the load without creating
any hardship. I urge you to give SERIOUS consid-
eration to volunteering, by giving your name to
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Prez Sez... cid.

Claude McClure at the Information Booth. "SERI-
OUS" means to pause now, reflect on what you gain
as a NTPCUG member, and commit to helping out
on a regular or periodic basis.

In June, I made mention that the Personal Users (Be-
ginners) SIG is reorganizing its activities in light of
Bob Presley’s departure as SIG Leader. In addition to
the 16 unique, separate topics presented over a four
month period, there are a number of behind-the-
scenes support roles to be staffed. Tasks are available
throughout the month or at the Saturday extrava-
ganza.

Mr. Presley has made this upcoming transition as
painless as possible by agreeing to tutor prospective
volunteers on the subject they chose to present,
and/or on the background activities they agree to
perform. It's a great opportunity to expand your
knowledge of a topic and present it to others newer
than yourself. Please call Bob Presley, Alex Lilley or
myself so we might explain this opportunity (no obli-
gation, of course).

With the unexpected loss of John Pribyl, we are also
searching out persons experienced in desktop pub-
lishing (DTP) to assume the role of NTPCUG Pub-
lisher. Doug McQuaid and Reagan Andrews have
agreed to assume this role during the interim, but
cannot continue this additional volunteer load be-
yond the August issue. I ask that you consider talk-
ing with Doug, Reagan or myself about contributing
some time to this endeavor, and please do so
promptly. Doug, Reagan and the entire Board of Di-
rectors will be very appreciative of your assistance.

Mark Gruner advises that he is continuing to accept
applications for "Ass’t SIG Leader - Spreadsheet SIG".
Mark finds that his efforts center more on EXCEL, so
is soliciting Lotus 1-2-3 assistance. Please contact
Mark to learn more.

DCLP, and REACH AWARDS...

At the June 5th Super Saturday meeting, Brian
Mickel, President of the Dallas Computer Literacy
Program (DCLP) and NTPCUG member, described
the awards bestowed on both our organizations at
Spring Comdex. DCLP was declared a winner of the
REACH Award program, sponsored by Ziff-Davis
Publishing and the Association of PC User Groups
(APCUG). REACH, Recognizing Exceptional
Achievement in Community Help, aptly describes
what DCLP has been accomplishing. In their few
short months, DCLP has placed donated computer
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equipment into'a number of schools and churches lo-
cated within the less affluent areas of Dallas. These
leaming centers are providing inner city youths and
adults with an opportunity to join mainstream Amer-
ica in the computer revolution.

For their vision and success in this endeavor, DCLP
was awarded $15,000. And, for NTPCUG's support
of DCLP through monetary, labor and equipment
contributions, as well as for establishing a corre-
sponding forum on our BBS, we received an en-
graved crystal that aptly recognizes our efforts.

As we go to press, PC Magazine (june 29, page 32) is
the first of many publications celebrating the event.
But this is just the start. Look for even greater
achievements from DCLP in the months ahead.

MAGAZINE EXCHANGE..

Some months ago, Dr. Sydney Kay approached me to
suggest that NTPCUG members "recycle" computer
magazines through our organization, rather than
having them thrown away. Such a program will start
in earnest this month, but with a dual objective.
Your previously read computer oriented mags can
now be "discarded" at a table to be located near the
ground floor Information Booth at Infomart.
NTPCUG members will be free to select a magazine
from the stack when contributing one of their own.
Those removed one month may be freely returned
the following month.

Magazines remaining at the end of the day will NOT
be pitched. Instead, we will donate them to the
many folks attending DCLP leamning centers, thereby
further distributing this wealth of knowledge.

Please, no Geod Housekeeping or Playboy, but any of
the technology-oriented publications will be appreci-
ated. When providing yours, we suggest that you re-
move or mark over the mailing label, just in case
some unscrupulous soul decides he/she prefers di-
rect home delivery of YOUR subscription!! Thanks
for your help.

BOD MEETING - MAY...

At the May meeting of the Board, Mr. Bill Drissel
presented his vision of what is tentatively being re-
ferred to as the "User To User" Help program. As
suggested, it would solicit NTPCUG members knowl-
edgeable in various disciplines, and identify those
days and times during which they agree to receive
calls for assistance. Topics would extend well be-
yond those covered in SIG meetings, to virtually any
item of PC hardware, software or technique. While
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wanting to further refine the wording, the Board has
approved the overall concept. Be looking for Bill’s
formal announcement in August.

NEW MEMBERS EMERITUS

The BOD bestowed Member Emeritus status upon
four long-term NTPCUG volunteers. This brings to
eight the number of members receiving this honor
over the nearly 11 year span that NTPCUG has
served the D/FW area. As an Emeritus, they will be
granted lifetime membership in NTPCUG, with all
associated rights and privileges.

Please join me in congratulating the following:

Connie Andrews - for developing the Informa-
tion Booth into a smooth running volunteer opera-
tion, month after month.

Kathryn Loafman - for her many hours in coordi-
nating all aspects of the DOM desk.

David McGehee - for his multi-year role as
NTPCUG Secretary, filer of the IRS reports, and
organizerof NTPCUG's official records.

Tom Prickett - for devoting years to implement-
ing and maintaining three different BBS systems
over the life of NTPCUG.

MEMBERSHIP NOW 2,165

Separately, Jim Hoisington reported our membership
to be 2,165 as of May 1st.

In other board news, SIG leaders now have a “power”
machine at their disposal. The board recently ap-
proved the purchase of a system for SIG use. The new
SIG computer has a 486DX-33 processor with 16 Meg
RAM and a 245 Meg hard drive. SIG Leaders should
contact Alex Lilley for scheduling information.

Your President caught some grief for dragging this
meeting out nearly 3.5 hours. I still had more to say,
but few remained to talk to. Had something to do
with "miles to go before I sleep...".

ITEMS OF POLICY...

It has been suggested that I remind members of two
items of policy.

First, be advised that members can have their mem-
bership extended for a year without charge. You do
so by submitting four articles within your current
year for publication in PC NEWS. Each article must
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be at least 400 words, and must be acceptable to the
editor. Professional quality is NOT required, but the
article must be understandable, and relate to PC
hardware, software, etc. To receive your free mem-
bership, you must summarize the articles contributed
(Date, Title) in a note to the Editor. This should be
done early in the month of expiration, or the month
prior, to assure continuity.

Second, NTPCUG no longer gives a month’s mem-
bership extension for early renewals. (In the past,
members could renew in the 11th month, thereby
eliminating the mailing of a renewal letter in the 12th
month.) This policy was discontinued in the last year
or so, at the request of the membership chairman.
Turns out that his workload actually INCREASED
under the policy, rather than being reduced. If you
want a free month, consider sharing your expertise
by writing articles.

DOS 6 T-SHIRTS...

As many of you know, our participation in the March
30 release of DOS 6 was a huge success, so much so
that we underestimated how many T-Shirts to re-
quest. Microsoft has graciously provided us with an
additional supply to dispense to those that got
"shorted" in March. I have taken some heat for re-
questing more T-Shirts because of the difficulty of
getting them to the right people. Some folks were
given coupons, so are easy to identify; others left be-
fore receiving theirs.

At the risk of being strung up, I am planning to dis-
pense these T-Shirts at the July meeting to those
meeting the following conditions:

a) Must have PERSONALLY attended the March 30
DOS 6 release. b) Must NOT have received a T-Shirt
already. ¢) Must currently be an NTPCUG Member.

To help keep the few unscrupulous individuals hon-
est, a survey will reluctantly be required of those
meeting the above conditions. The survey will not
only help us do a better job in the future, but will
help determine whether you were actually present for
the DOS 6 rollout.

Please work with me on this. The "honor system"
will be in effect. A successful effort (or lack of it) will
determine whether or not we will offer such follow-
up programs in the future.

Have a glorious Independence Day, and a great
month!!
Doug Gorrie
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Reagan ndrews, PhD.

A personal view of new or unusual hardware, software, and applications for IBM small computers and compatibles.

AMD Takes Another Intel "Hit’ while
IBM & Phoenix cozy-up and Tandy goes
AST as Apple nixes jury on Microsoft

Dinosaurs may grab us all ...

Sorry if there’s not much “zing” in this month’s column. It's going to
take some time to get over the loss of John Pribyl, North Texas PC

News Publisher, in May.

AMD may be feeling a substantial loss as well, but for different rea-
sons. After a stunning win over Intel in the fabled 486 Wars, AMD
heard that they had lost after all the smoke and dust cleared — for
this round. Apple may have similar feelings. They just haven’t had
much luck with federal judges of late and shunned an opportunity to
air their grievances against Microsoft in front of a jury in June.

Looks like we may have to name this column Legal Briefs or something

similarly hoky at this rate.

Ain’t the old IBM I know!

Talk about the past eating itself,
IBM and Phoenix Technologies
inked a pact allowing Phoenix
to sell IBM’s PC BIOS to clone
makers. At the same time, IBM
(remember OS5/2 2.17) is said to
be porting CICS to Windows NT.
All this as Microsoft announces
a “universal” programming in-
terface/language for office ma-
chines. Wow!

On the local scene
Hard disk prices fall ...
While DRAM prices rise

Hard disk prices continue to
drop. Quoted prices on “me-
dium” size disks seem to slip
on a daily basis. I've been
quoted $335 for a new Maxtor

IDE 340MB drive. I've seen simi-
larly-low pricing on Western
Digital IDE 300MB drives as
well.

SCSI prices are not falling as
rapidly as IDE prices, even
though cost of production can’t
be that much higher. Prices on
500MB+, 1GB+ drives are fall-
ing as well with a $0.70/MB ra-
tio seen on some of the larger
IDE drives.

At these prices, a second hard
disk may be a cheaper backup
option than a tape drive.

DRAM different story

DRAM prices are edging back
up in opposition to the trends
seen in drives and other hard-
ware. Prices seem to have risen
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about 10% — 15% over the past
month at both Super Saturday
and First Saturday vendors.

Some media are predicting a
DRAM shortage ahead. No-
body’s saying we'll see the over-
heated prices of 1988 again, but
some vendors are now com-
plaining they may not be able

to ship PCs with as much mem-
ory as customers want.

I think the combination of PC
price wars and demand for Win-
dows capability is driving
DRAM demands now. PCs

have become so inexpensive
that there are lots of first-time
buyers grabbing hardware
while Windows use has esca-
lated DRAM needs across the
board.

Cyrix readies IPO - Tandy
Sells PC Division to AST

Local Intel challenger, Cyrix, an-
nounced plans to go public
with an [PO. That's been ex-
pected and really not news. The
news is that the profit margins
being reported by the Richard-
son, TX-based CPU de-
signer/maker are said to be
close to those of Intel. Cyrix has
been one of the major 386/486
clone producers and originated
486 plug-in CPU replacements
for older 386 chips.

Most interesting in the Dallas
Morning News and Wall Street
Journal articles detailing the IPO
are hints at acrimony between
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“Varnietey -

Cyrix and TI (Texas Instru-
ments), maker of the actual sili-
con, and Cyrix’s plans to pur-
chase a portion of SGS-

Thompson for increased produc-

tion to meet demand for the
CPUs.

Cyrix is a designer, not a pro-
ducer, at this stage. Evidently,
there are rifts in the Cyrix/TI
marriage with Cyrix yelling
“foul” that TI isn’t supplying
them with sufficient silicon.
That’s the reason for rumors
that Cyrix will buy a substan-
tial portion of SGS-Thompson.
Cyrix seems to be able to sell
lots of silicon — if they can get
it.

Rumors mount that T1 is selling

lots of Cyrix-designed silicon,
but not supplying much to
Cyrix to sell. This makes Cyrix
unhappy and supposedly TI
quite happy since they may (a

la AMDY/ Intel-style agreements)

be entitled to Cyrix designs un-
til 1996 or so.

Cyrix has been shielded from
too much Intel wrath via agree-
ments between Intel and TI,
and via Intel and Mostek —
now an SGS-Thompson affili-
ate/division. This promises to
be fun.

PC pioneer Tandy sells
Manufacturing to AST —
Dell slips to #5 size

PC pioneer Tandy Corp. an-
nounced in late May that it
would sell its PC manufactur-
ing business to AST Research
for approximately $175 million.
The Fort Worth, TX, based con-
cern was one of the earliest

makers of PCs for individual

use which were sold through

Tandy’s Radio Shack stores in
the 1970’s.

Acquisition of Tandy’s PC op-
erations will boost AST Re-
search into the fourth-largest
U.S. PC manufacturer slot for-
merly held by Austin, TX, Dell
Computer Corporation. AST
CEO Safi Qureshy stated at the
time of the announcement that
he saw this as a “natural occur-
rence” since AST and GRiD (a
Tandy subsidiary) had been in-
volved in a previous business
alliance.

PCs have been somewhat prob-
lematic for Tandy. Although a
pioneer in development of the
PC, Tandy has essentially fo-
cused on retailing, its primary
business, and has had problems
positioning the PC manufactur-
ing operations in its corporate
milieu over the past five years.

AST gains too

AST is also an early player in
the PC game. I've still got an
AST Combo card, circa 1982,
that eclipsed anything IBM had
to offer at the time. AST was
great at design, development,
integration and manufacturing
at reasonable cost.

Tandy’s PC manufacturing op-
eration acquisition makes a lot
of sense for AST. In spite of
AST’s early role as a major ven-
dor of add-on cards for the IBM
PC and clones, it's never had ac-
cess to direct retailing and a
sales force (GRiD) at a level this
purchase will provide, in addi-
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tion to significant manufactur-
ing capabilities.

Court news this month ...

AMD - Intel 486 suit
Flip-flops again ...

AMD has got to feel snake bit.
After winning (they thought)

an arbitration award in Febru-
ary, 1992, AMD saw the Califor-
nia Court of Appeals ravage the
earlier decision in June.

According to the Wall Street
Journal’s June 7, 1993, story, this
decision reopens the door to fur-
ther Intel litigation against
AMD. Intel has had a federal
case pending since 1991 charg-
ing AMD with copyright in-
fringements.

AMD will continue the fight.
First, according to W5], AMD
will ask for reconsideration by
the appellate court, and appeal
to the state supreme court if the
decision isn’t reversed.

Really BIG $$$

If AMD fails, Intel’s federal
copyright case means big $3$
are at stake. Legal and corpo-
rate sources quoted in the WS]
story cite amounts ranging
from Intel’s estimate of $600
million — $1 billion in lost prof-
its by end of 1992, to almost $3
billion including punitive dam-
ages. That’s more than the origi-
nal Apple vs. Microsoft, et al dam-
age estimates.

This June’s decision is only the
latest chapter. It's one of the
more acrimonious legal strug-
gles in the PC world and a fight
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that’s been boiling (and simmer-
ing) since 1987. AMD has con-
sistently claimed rights to pro-
duce the 386 and 486 chips as
the result of an agreement to
share technology with Intel —
signed in 1982. Intel has/had
similar agreements with a num-
ber of other silicon houses.

I imagine that Cyrix, TI and
SGS-Thompson are watching
these events very closely.

Apple vs. Microsoft
Round ? goes to MS
Apple shuns jury

I'm getting tired of Apple vs. Mi-
crosoft — Almost as tired as I've
become of Intel vs. AMD. It’s be-
coming pretty boring as Apple
loses, Microsoft gloats, and only
the lawyers involved really
benefit.

The latest round (Round #? —
I've lost count) saw Judge
Vaughn Walker throw out most
of the remaining issues in Ap-
ple’s suit against Microsoft and
Hewlett-Packard for copyright
infringements involving Win-
dows and HP’s New Wave.

“missed the point of their argu-
ments.”

What really happened

Judges in this type of case exert
significant influence by setting
pre-trial guidelines over what
evidence either side can pre-
sent, questions of fact, and rules
juries will follow in making
their decisions. As a result, the
judges’ rulings on these matters
are crucial to the outcome of
the trial for both parties in-
volved.

Judge Walker has consistently
“narrowed the scope” of argu-
ments available to Apple. A ma-
jor Apple loss was his decision
that Apple would have to
prove that the “visual displays
on the Macintosh were virtually
identical to the Microsoft and
HP software.” Apple had
wanted use of substantially simi-
lar which would be much easier
for them to argue before a jury.

So, Apple will appeal in hopes
that an appeals judge may be
“friendlier” and would allow
the broader (and easier to win)
substantially similar standard. Ex-
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ers. The PC world really does
go in circles.

IBM and Phoenix announced
that they would offer PC mak-
ers a version of the authentic
IBM BIOS called the SurePath
BIOS. Reverse engineering is no
longer required.

It wasn’t always this easy. The
heart of any PC is the BIOS that
controls the machine’s opera-
tion between the CPU and the
external world. IBM’s original
BIOS ROM'’s for PC were heav-
ily copyrighted. Early “clone”
BIOS sets were produced (le-
gally) by “clean-room program-
mers” who had never seen the
original IBM code but dupli-
cated the services IBM pro-
vided in the BIOS chips.

Compagqg and Phoenix were
among the earliest IBM clone
BIOS developers who were able
to produce truly compatible
sets. We tested for “real” com-
patibility via Lotus 1-2-3 and Mi-
crosoft’s Flight Simulator. If a
prospective PC would run
these, it was worth considering
in the early days.

perts quoted in the articles esti-
mated this would go on for an-
other two — three years — at

IBM recognizes NT —

Apple moves to appeal
ppP pp CICS on Windows soon

Shuns jury trial

Apple responded by abandon-
ing its efforts to get a jury trial
and will move the case to ap-
peal after Judge Walker dis-
missed all charges against Mi-
crosoft and HP in the June deci-
sion. According to Computer-
world’s June 7 article, Apple’s at-
tomeys took this turn after de-
ciding that Judge Walker

least.

Times have changed!
IBM - Phoenix BIOS &
CICS now on Windows NT

I never thought I’d be writing
about an agreement between
IBM and Phoenix Technologies
to sell PC BIOS sets to PC mak-

IBM’s CICS (Customer Informa-
tion and Control Systems), the
almost universal transaction
monitor for mainframe comput-
ers, will be available for Win-
dows 3.1 NT.

According to a PC Week June 7
article, CICS “will be available
from IBM and members of the
Microsoft solutions providers
program in the first half of next
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year.” The article indicates that
this will be a recognition by
IBM of NT’s importance to their
customer base. The NT version
will be the “functional equiva-
lent” of the OS/2 client/server
version of CICS scheduled for
release in September.

PC Week reported that there
are approximately 300,000 CICS
programmers worldwide and
estimated an existing base of 1
billion lines of CICS applica-
tions code.

4.0 does 3-D as
Micrografx unveils
New Designer release

Micrografx charged back into
the illustration fray at Spring
Comdex showing Designer 4.0
with 3-D drawing tools and a
new iconic user interface. Ac-
cording to Micrografx, the new
Designer 4.0 is based on a 32-bit
graphics engine and has been
significantly streamlined.

Comdex attendees who saw the
new Micrografx release were en-
thusiastic about the new tools
and interface. Although De-
signer has always had a follow-
ing (me included), it has also
had a well-deserved reputation
for a very steep learning curve
and somewhat idiosyncratic in-
terface. Viewers at Comdex
quoted by PC Week described
the new interface as “non-in-
timidating and extremely well-
thought-out.”

According to Micrografx, the
new release of their technical il-
lustration package incorporates
improved text-handling con-
trols and a color-separation util-
ity in addition to 3-D tools and

an improved interface. The new
upgrade should be available by
time of this publication.

Microsoft pitches
New At Work for
Office Domination

Microsoft At Work. If you don't
like Windows, the next item
should really raise your hack-
les. Microsoft has formed an al-
liance with Xerox Corp., North-
ern Telecom Ltd., McCaw Cellu-
lar Communications, Inc., Ricoh
Corp., Murata Machinery Ltd.,
Hewlett-Packard Co., and “doz-
ens of other office equipment
makers” according to the Wall
Street Journal.

At Work is at the center of the

new alliance which was formed
to impose a common language
for control of office equipment.
Microsoft says implementation
of At Work as a standard will fa-
cilitate communications be-
tween copiers, faxes, telephones
and other office machines and
enhance the flow of information
and data within the office envi-
ronment. AT Work is also com-
patible with Windows.

Most office machines contain
microprocessors and Microsoft
sees this as an opportunity to es-
tablish an agreement on a com-
mon control standard and make
such equipment more network
friendly. Non-admirers of Mi-
crosoft see the move in a much
less friendly light and describe
this as Microsoft’s first step at
achieving dominion over the of-
fice as well as the PC.

We'll be hearing a lot about this
in the future.
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Stac, HP and Intel
Ads ring in Summer

If you haven’t seen the Stac
“Open letter to Microsoft” ads
in your favorite PC magazine, it
may be because somebody’s le-
gal department intervened. Al-
though I thought the ad was
fun, I can imagine legal staff
wrestling with the content and
sweating the issues involved.

Hewlett-Packard takes this
month’s prize for a stunningly-
accomplished advertising show-
piece that has absolutely noth-
ing to do with printers. At least
not as most of us use printers,
that is. Ranks right up there
with a car parked on top of
some western butte and the “I
can’t believe it's not butter” se-
ries.

Intel rubbed a little salt in the
wounds of those PC makers
who discovered they’re in com-
petition with their CPU ven-
dors in the same markets. The
subject is the Intel 82430 PClset
and the Intel Classic R Series
platforms. I saw a really nice
layout in the latest issue of Intel
Solutions’ featuring Intel-pro-
duced motherboards for the P5
and 486 processors.

Some Inte] customers have got
to ask what this all means
when they can’t get delivery of
CPU chips?

And, finally
Jurassic Dinosaurs
Grab us all ...

If I see one more commercial
for Jurassic Park, 1 may do some-
thing that I'll regret later.
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Top 10 (and More) Reasons to Buy DOS 6

by Larry Graf, Dan Kehew, Larry Clark

10. New CONFIG.SYS file contains a surprize
limerick.

. With 6 you get eggroll.

8. Registration includes free access to Bill Gates’
Gold Card.

7. Opens up a whole new world of General
Protection Faults in Windows.

6. It’s a better CP/M than CP/M.

5. Wastes only 8M on Microsoft’s hidden
inside jokes.

4. The documentation now includes English
subtitles.

3. Helps Bill buy the kind of rock Melinda
really wants.

2. Subliminal erotic thrill when you see that
"Six" is "booting up."

1. Your system is running too smoothly.

\O

Oh, what the heck. As long as we're on a roll, we'll
throw in a few more at no extra charge:

0. Documentation sets a new minimalist standard.

-1. "Hey, babe, I've got DOS 6 on nine
machines.” (Milt Hull only.)
-2. Completely intuitive -- crashes only when

you most wish it wouldn't.

-3. Those fun-loving Microsoft programmers
set up the Backspace key to randomly act
like Ctrl-Alt-Del.

-4. Microsoft knows where you live.

-5. Beta-test group included several clever
monkeys.

-6. Frequent crashes provide never-ending
challenges.

-7. Lovingly crafted by a band of happy elves.

-8. Comes bundled with nifty "Honk If You
Love 8-Dot-3" bumper sticker.

-9. Free bundled copy of the new book,

The Making of Stephen Manes, by
William Gates III.

-10.Forces Rick Hellewell to think up a new
answer.

-11.Encourages Redmond’s second biggest
software company.

-12.Dr. Ruth says everyone can have good 6.

-13.Sweetens the pot for Stac Electronics.

-14.Gives better traction on SmartDrive.

-15.The pages of your DOS 5 manual were
getting yellowed.

-16.Helps book publishers recover from the
recession.

Variety Store ...Ctd.

I did receive the Arts & Letters
Jurassic Art package (the pro-
gram, not another stuffed dino-
saur) and have enjoyed playing
with Flex-Art immensely. This

is one thing beginning with “Ju-
rassic” that I don’t find objec-
tionable (pardon the pun). Lots
of fun.

We’ll work on a review of this
package in the near future. If

11

you have children of any age
on your gift list, this may be a
winner and a super way to in-
troduce them to “objects” on
the PC.

Reagan Andrews
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News and meeting notes of Special Interest Groups

(Material for this column should be sent to Alex Lilley, SIG Coordination, before
the 10th day of each month)

From the
SIG Coordinator:

As technology changes, so do our
needs and therefore our SIGs.
The following are changes/addi-
tions/needs/proposals that the
NTPCUG has made to the SIG’s.

Changes to SIG Meeting Times:

Microsoft Networking @ 8:00 (Contact
Debbie Meaney @ (214) 714-6000)
Previously meeting at 2:00
See Super Saturday’s room schedule
for Jocation. )

New Groups Recently Formed:

Access meeting at 1:00 (Contact Lamy
Linson @ (817) 481-2350)

WordPerfect for Windows @ 10:00 a.m.
(Mitch Milam - Leader) See Super
Saturdays room schedule for location.

Groups Looking for Help in Leading their SIGs:

Spreadsheet & Spreadsheet Developers
(contact Mark Gruner @ (214) 964-8174)

The requirements for forming a
SIG are: '

Leadership - at least one individ-
ual willing to lead the SIG and
hopefully an assistant.

Membership - at least eight indi-
viduals willing to attend the SIG
fairly consistently.

If you have a group that meets
these qualifications or would like
help in finding others that might
share your interests, please con-
tact me at (214) 517-7430 (H) or
(214) 953-4970 (W).

NOTE: Please be sure to try other
SIGs that you might have an inter-

est in and DON'T EVER FEEL
YOU'RE TOO MUCH OF A BE-
GINNER and wouldn't fit in. Re-
member, we all started out as be-
ginners.

Alex Lilley

Access SIG

Despite the summer season and
competition from First Saturday
computer market, attendance was
good for the July meeting. A full
agenda included introduction of
Assistant SIG Leaders Jack Atkin-
son and Frank McCoy (Dianna
DeCicco was unavoidably ab-
sent... you will meet her in the
near future), discussion of using
the NTPCUG BBS Databases mes-
sage conference area for ques-
tions and answers, a recap of per-
formance suggestions (both equip-
ment enhancements and working
with what you have), calculated
fields (using Access expressions)
in forms, reports, and queries in
the Beginner's Corner, availabil-
ity update and SIG plans for the
Access 1.1 upgrade, results of the
survey taken by SIG members in
May, some speculation about the
details of Access 1.1 based on the
recent release of Visual Basic 3.0,
which includes the Access 1.1 da-
tabase engine, and Part I of Jack
Atkinson’s presentation on de-
signing and building your first
Access application.

A newsletter-like handout was
provided covering the business
topics discussed... we hope to
keep this up. Jack Atkinson will
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conduct the July meeting and con-
tinue with Part II of his presenta-
tion on designing and building
your first Access application. We
promised that we would learn to-
gether, and we are. If you missed
the June meeting, don’t worry --
Jack will begin with a brief re-
view of Part I.

If you were thinking about taking
it easy this summer because noth-
ing much happens at Super Satur-
day in the summertime, think
again. You shouldn’t miss this:
NTPCUG’s own Fred Williams,
known for his heavy experience
with Oracle and Paradox, Board
Member of NTPCUG, Leader of
the Paradox SIG, and man of
many talents will present Rela-
tional Database Design in two
parts at our August and Septem-
ber meetings.

Another don’t miss presentation
is coming up in October: Mike
Carr will speak on using Access
to design and build databases for
use with Visual Basic and the Ac-
cess database engine. His signifi-
cant experience in this subject
area began when he was a Beta
tester of Visual Basic 3.0 and he
knows whereof he speaks. We're
looking forward to seeing you...
join us at the next meeting...
you’ll be welcome.

Larry Linson

ACT SIG

The ACT SIG has received word
that Contact International has
merged with Symantec. I will be
gathering information on the ef-
fect that is going to have on us-
ers. ACT has also just issued a
free upgrade which should re-
solve some of the problems Win-
dows users have been experienc-
ing. All of the users will be look-
ing for your experiences and
problems with the upgrade.

The ACT SIG is continuing to de-
vote a part of each meeting for a
SIG member to discuss the spe-
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cific way they are using ACT in
their business. Customizing ACT
for Windows forms will be the
topic for the next meeting of the
SIG. I know that you will find
this information very helpful and
easy to do. Each meeting brings
new ideas about using ACT and
ways of configuring the options
to improve its effectiveness as a
business tool. The ACT SIG con-
tinues to solicit your input to
make sure that the meetings are a
productive use of your time. I
will see you at the next meeting,.

Jim Thompson

Alpha Four SIG

We have been particularly fortu-
nate to have Ken Brooks join this
SIG early in 1993. If you have no-
ticed, he has presented the pro-
gram for the meetings in April,
May and June. All of his pro-
grams have been well prepared
and well received by the member-
ship. Ron Jackson and I have con-
gratulated Ken on his profes-
sional approach to his presenta-
tions, and many of you have had
good things to say to him after
the meetings. I only hope that
Ken can find the time to continue
presenting interesting programs.

Our SIG membership has been in-
creasing steadily over the last six
months. We now have 46 names
on our roster. This time last year
there were about 28 members. At
our July meeting, we will con-
tinue with a general question and
answer period as well as attempt
to cover any of those subjects that
you indicated you were inter-
ested in by listing them on the
sheet that was passed around at
the June 5th meeting.

By now, you should all know that
ALPHA FOUR Version 3.0 is now
being sold by ALPHA FOUR. The
special price being offered is
$69.00 until some date this sum-

mer. We will have more informa-
tion at the next meeting,.

Mac McKeethen

Assembler SIG

The Assembler SIG presentation
for June was a presentation by
Frank Cavallito on the Spontane-
ous Assembly upgrade with em-
phasis on the use of the package’s
support for TSRs.

Our July meeting will consist of
examples on how to make
changes to your favorite utilities
to allow them to run under
newer versions of DOS, without
the use of SETVER. The use of
tools such as Dissemblers, Debug-
gers and Hex Editors will be dis-
cussed. Any last minute changes
or notices will be posted on the
club BBS. Hope to see you at the
meeting.

Frank Cavallito

Beginners BASIC SIG

The Beginners BASIC SIG fea-
tures GW-Basic & QBasic step-by-
step program writing with small
sample programs. Six to eight
page instruction sheet each meet-
ing. Questions and answers on
any Basic Code subject at any
time. This group may rename it-
self the No Windows Basic SIG
(NOW Basic for short).

Watch DOM for a disk with all
the above material covered, in-
cluding sample code illustrations
and extremely useful shareware
utilities. This DOM disk will be
added to each six months. In
June, we covered Screen design &
data input code and the July meet-
ing will cover CRT & printer
code. Also to be covered some-
time this year: Editing techniques,
ASCII table explanation,
Bit/hex/decimal conversion,
memory and disk exploration,
programmer’s tools, payroll pro-
grams, general ledger programs,
your own spread sheet program,
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inventory control--your own data-
base program code, sort algo-
rithm code. (Not necessarily in
that order)

Charles Jacobus

Beginners Visual Ba-
sic SIG

The Beginners Visual Basic SIG
met on June 5 at 8:00 AM and
had 80 attendees. I could hardly
believe it. I have my work cut out
for me. I suppose the main rea-
son could be that Microsoft do-
nated so many copies of Visual
Basic 2.0 to the North Texas PC
User Group and the Visual Basic
SIG during the last two months
that we have invigorated interest
in the ONLY way to program in
Windows today.

If you haven't been to one of our
8:00 AM sessions, give it a try!
Speaking of 8:00 AM, I am get-
ting used to it and a number of
members have indicated to me
that they prefer the early start.
There continues to be consider-
able pressure for rooms at In-
fomart so I plan to stay at the
8:00 AM start time for now. Other
SIGs are now scheduling rooms

at 8:00 AM.

Last month, we covered the two
tutorials included with Visual Ba-
sic 2.0. They are excellent tools
for learning the vocabulary of Vis-
ual Basic and understanding the
nature of event-driven programs.
We also discussed the basics of
Debugging to introduce the topic
that was to be discussed in the
Advanced Visual Basic SIG dur-
ing the second hour. The assign-
ment for the July 10th meeting
was to read the first three chap-
ters of John Socha’s book. I recom-
mend that you follow John So-
cha’s instructions with Visual Ba-
sic running on your computer
just as he requests. It will make
the Saturday morning session
more meaningful.
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any other presentation graphics softiare.

black and white or color. Freelance automat- Geainds , see just how simple it can be.

ically optimizes the design for printing either. S5tarteq, While you've got us, ask
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Bring your Visual Basic questions
and any questions you have
about the first three chapters of
John Socha’s book and we will
try to answer them for you before
the lecture on the topic of the
day. We will actually be writing
code for an application during
the lecture phase of our next
meeting. Well, let’s say I will be
showing you the coding process
with screen shots on overhead
cells. Let’s hope someday we get
a portable computer and an over-
head panel projection system.

If you want to prepare some
more, [ will be showing the cod-
ing for the Sketch application in
Chapter 4 of John Socha’s book.
See you at 8:00 AM on Saturday,
July 10, 1993 at Infomatrt.

Jim Carter

Visual Basic SIG

The June meeting of the Visual
Basic SIG was attended by over
50 members and featured a pres-
entation by Woody Pewitt on de-
bugging procedures and prac-
tices. Woody discussed preven-
tive strategies that will minimize
debugging time.

The previously announced topic
was a discussion of GFA Basic,
but the authors would not pro-
vide a copy of their software for
review. Maybe they will recon-
sider at some future date. Woody
then asked for suggestions from
the attendees on topics for future
Visual Basic SIG meetings.

Topping the list were (1) coding
standards, (2) multiple program-
mer environments, and (3) user
interface. These topics will be con-
sidered for future SIG meetings.

Next month, Woody will make a
presentation on the programming
considerations of the Messaging
Application Programming Inter-

face (MAPI) which is associated
with Microsoft Mail and Sched-
ule+. The MAPI controls in the
Professional Edition of Visual Ba-
sic allow you to create a mail-en-
abled Visual Basic MAPI applica-
tion. There are two MAPI custom
controls: MATI session and MAPI
messages. The MAPI session con-
trol establishes a MAPI session
and the MAPI messages control
allows the user to perform a vari-
ety of messaging system func-
tions. As time permits, Woody
will introduce the topic of code
standards and attempt to gain
consensus on a path to follow in
documenting code standards.

Finally, the Beginning Visual Ba-
sic SIG is growing substantially. I
(Jim Carter) could use some assis-
tance in helping beginners get
started in Visual Basic. I am look-
ing for three or four individuals
who have time to attend the Su-
per Saturday 8:00 AM classes to
help out with Q&A sessicns and
some telephone tutoring between
meetings. I am still trying to de-
velop an effective strategy for
handling as many as 80 begin-
ners. ‘

Anyone interested in helping
with the Beginners Visual Basic
SIG give me a call at (214) 235-
5968. Don’t forget your Visual Ba-
sic questions for our Q&A ses-
sion. If you are having trouble
with some coding; print out a
small section, have an overhead
cell made at Office Depot or
Bizmart (usually less than a dol-
lar per sheet), and we can display
it for all to help analyze. See you
on July 10 at 9:00 AM. Come at
8:00 AM if you want to attend the
Beginners Visual Basic SIG.

Jim Carter

BBS SIG

The BBS SIG meets monthly to
help our membership become fa-
miliar with and enjoy the Bulletin
Board System (BBS). Anyone unfa-
miliar with our BBS, or wanting
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to know more about its use,

should drop by. Over time, topics
range from the absolute basics of
installing a modem and software,
to the use of off-line mail readers.

Questions are encouraged at each
meeting. We normally meet at
1:00 PM, but our July meeting
will instead occur at 2:00 PM, im-
medjiately following, and in the
same room as, the Personal Users
(Beginners) session on Fundamen-
tals of PC Telecommunications.
In essence, once they explain the
overall basics, the BBS session
will give you a practical opportu-
nity to use this newfound knowl-
edge.

As always, questions regarding
the BBS can be directed to the
SYSOP throughout the month, or
placed into the conference named
BBS Directions. We look forward
to seeing you.

Doug Gorrie

Business Applica-
tions/ DAC Account-
ing SIG

May’s very thorough presenta-
tion of DacEasy Payroll 4.3 was
so poorly attended that the SIG
leaders needed a month off to re-
cover! Having never seen the Pay-
roll program, even after using
DAC’s accounting program for
over five years, | was surprised at
the scope of this software. It's
more than I had imagined, pro-
viding a database of information
on each employee.

In addition to storing complete
payroll and related tax informa-
tion for each employee (in multi-
state jurisdictions), a very com-
plete employee record may be
maintained. There are fields for
employment date, promotion
dates, birth date and other useful
information in a multiple page
format. Obviously, password pro-
tection is provided at several lev-
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els, to insure confidentiality of
this data.

We have just received an an-
nouncement from DAC Software
of the release of DacEasy Account-
ing version 4.4, along with a cor-
responding version of Payroll,
Point-of-Sale and Order Entry. As
a result, we have contacted DAC
Software about a demonstration
of the Accounting upgrade and
they have agreed to be with us

for the July 10th meeting at 1:00
PM. There is a possibility that the
presentation may be made at the
1:00 PM General Meeting, in the
auditorium, but this will be a last-
minute decision.

You should be sure to check the
overhead in the Infomart lobby.
Either way, we will have a very
timely meeting on this new ver-
sion; which includes Fixed Asset
management, a Custom Forms
Designer, a keystroke activated
notepad and many On-line con-
veniences, not available in prior
versions. It looks as if the Gesta-
tion Period of software is moving
from that of an elephant toward
that of a gerbil, but those of us
who use DacEasy Accounting
may not be able to resist the urge
to move up to this latest version!
Be with us on Saturday, July 10th
and see if you agree

Putt Shaw

Communications SIG

This month, we are most fortu-
nate to have a guest speaker from
a company in Farmers Branch
that I happened upon recently.
Bob Payne is founder of EDI
SPREAD THE WORD, which is
NOT a religious cult but a con-
sulting business involved in EDI
or Electronic Data Interchange.

Bob will explain the basics of
EDI, which is a relatively new,
emerging technology allowing

businesses and their suppliers to .
conduct business electronically.
Many of the Fortune 500 compa-
nies are already using this tech-
nology to reduce the cost of do-
ing business with their supplier
base.

As usual, we welcome any ques-
tions you may have on this or
any other communications topic.
Our meeting time is 12:00 noon
on the seventh floor. Check the
overhead in the lobby for exact lo-
cation.

Bill Green

Desktop Publishing
SIG

There’s no "Summer Slump"” here
at the DTP SIG: attendance at the
June meeting was high and Dan
Sturdivant, representing Cap-
stone Communications, gave a
useful and informative presenta-
tion covering a variety of subjects
of interest to the desktop publish-
ing community. He shared his
well-informed view of companies
providing services in the Dallas
Area, ways of handling problems
that can arise in data exchange be-
tween PC DTP and the Macintosh
equipment used by many serv-
ices, and a great many other top-
ics.

Larry Linson encouraged
NTPCUG members of the SIG to
use the Desktop Publishing con-
ference area of the NTPCUG Bul-
letin Board System to share expe-
rience, ask questions, and provide
answers. He briefly discussed the
basic equipment, software, and re-
quirements to call, log on, and
use the board. The purpose of
the DTP SIG, and the NTPCUG,
is for us to help each other. The
BBS is an effective tool and a re-
source we should use.

Exciting programs are in the
works for the rest of the summer.
Don'’t let vacation plans cause
you to miss these. The July meet-
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ing will feature Sharon Sullivan
of Aldus Corporation Introducing
PageMaker 5. Recognized as one
of the leading desktop publishing
packages at the high end of the
capability range and available for
both PCs and Macs, the new re-
lease has enhanced capabilities
for the serious desktop publish-
ing enthusiast.

In August, Tim Weinheimer of
Computer Support Corporation
will present Arts and Letters.
CSCis alocal firm and Arts and
Letters is a leading graphics pack-
age, very highly regarded in the
DTP field. We know this will be
an enlightening presentation.

Larry Linson

DOS SIG

Should every user upgrade to
DOS 6.0? Probably not and we'll
explain when and why upgrad-
ing to the latest DOS may not be
appropriate for all PC users.

When must we upgrade DOS?
One obvious answer is when
some application software refuses
to run under the current {old) ver-
sion of DOS. But, that doesn’t
happen all that often. We’ll ad-
dress this issue again in the July
DQOS SIG meeting.

Some answers are obvious. A PC-
XT successfully running a DOS-
based word processor probably
doesn’t need the very latest ver-
sion. DOS 3.x will do fine in most
cases. A full-bore 486 with 20M
DRAM, running large Windows
3.1 applications, and networking
with other PCs in a group will
need all the help available in the
latest version of DOS.

As usual, the July DOS SIG meet-
ing will terminate with the cus-
tomary Q & A session to discuss
members’ problems/ solutions
while running DOS in day-to-day
operation.

Reagan Andrews
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Genealogy SIG

The General Genealogy SIG is in-
dependent of genealogy software
or computer types. There were
approximately 70 present for the
May meeting.

"How to Write Your Family His-
tory with Word Perfect” was the
program. It was brought by Reta
M. Evans (author of "A Martin
Family Saga"). She had finished
writing and publishing (hard
cover) the book eatrlier this year.

Those who saw her work were
impressed with the pre-planning
and day-to-day attention she
gave to this effort.

This was her first experience in
using a computer and the word
processor software program
Word Perfect. She says that even
if you have never touched a com-
puter in your life you can master
Word Perfect and turn out a pro-
fessional family history. Before
you begin, make these decisions:

Size of Book and Size of Font
Headers, Paragraph Style, Page
Numbering and Family Number-
ing System:.

She found that if you have more
than 100 pages, you will probably
want to consider a 6 x 9 inch for-
mat instead of the normal 8-1/2
by 11 inches. The title of the
book should appear on the left
hand side of the page and title of
the chapters on the right hand
page. There are called Headers.

Before writing the text, become
aware of the various parts of
your book. The Title should be
carefully chosen, then the Intro-
ductory section which includes
the Title Page, Copyright Page,
Dedication, Introduction, Table of
Contents, and a list of Illustra-
tions. A completed book should
include an order form so people

will know how to purchase the
book. These book types are not
generally on the bookshelf of
every bookstore.

Her outline for writing a family
history is Prior Preparation (State
Archives, Libraries, County Court-
houses, Cemeteries, etc.), Organ-
ize Material (Develop outline, ti-
tle page, etc.), Decisions prior to
final draft (Size of book, font,
paragraph style, page numbering,
etc), Final Draft (Edit, photos, in-
dex).

The June program will be on
CDROMS. The August program
will be on Family Connections (a
genealogy database software pro-
gram), the September program
will be on Imaging.

Al Sanford

PAF SIG

PAF stands for Personal Ances-
tral File and is the software pro-
gram for genealogy put out by
the Church of the Latter Day
Saints. Itis probably the most
popular genealogy software pro-
gram in use today. There were
approximately 40 present at the
June meeting.

Joe Waldrop, the SIG leader
brought the June program. It pri-
marily covered two of PAF’s fea-
tures. One was how to make -
more use of the pedigree search
screen and the other covered how
to switch between two databases
with just one function (F3) key.

Most genealogists who use PAF
bring it up on their computer in
one of two ways. Each way starts
when in the PAF directory (c:\paf
in most cases). If you type PAF
then you get the ACCESS MENU
as the first screen.

This screen has the GEDCOM,
the RDF, and the Config func-
tions. If you want to bypass
these, then bring up the PAF pro-
gram by typing fr and pressing
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enter. (fr stands for family re-
cords.) This brings up as the first
screen the MAIN MENU (which
is the second screen if you choose
#1, or Family Records, from start-
ing with PAF command).

From the MAIN MENU, most
people like to use #4, Pedigree
Search, as their working environ-
ment. This will display a two
generation pedigree chart which
can be expanded to a five genera-
tion pedigree chart by using the
Large (type the letter L) from the
select commands at the bottom of
the screen.

Joe pointed out that there is an
advantage of knowing how to use
the 2-rin select command at the
bottom of the screen. Pressing 2
will give and INDIVIDUAL
DATA screen which has a list of
commands which allows further
editing and manipulating of the
data that appears on the normal
pedigree chart.

Of particular use is the Info-mar-
riage select command which

gives even another screen and al-
lows editing of the marriage data.

Art Rubeck, a PAF SIG member
pointed out it was also nice that 4
lines of Notes data appears on
this screen. He uses this for list-
ing info to look up on his next
trip to the library, etc.

If you want to switch between
your default directory and an-
other directory (say c:\paf\data2)
then the -d command is used
along with the fr command to
load the PAF program. For exam-
ple, starting PAF with c:\paf\fr -
dc\paf\data2 will allow using
the £3 key to switch between your
default and the data2 database.

Please note though that data or
notes cannot be transferred be-

tween the two databases.

Al Stanford
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Hardware SIG

The July 10th Hardware SIG meet-
ing will feature a special presenta-
tion by NTPCUG member Roy
Bales. Roy will review an interest-
ing new piece of software called
3_Drives version 1.5 by Dustbowl
Designs, Inc. of Midwest City,
Oklahoma. 3 Drives is a share-
ware device driver which lets you
add an additional 16-bit hard

disk interface to your system.

This product is intended to allow
the concurrent use of MFM, RLL,
SCSI, ESDI or AT/IDE hard disk
drives on the same system. This
product claims to permit two or
more otherwise incompatible con-
trollers and/or host adapters to
coexist in the same system. This
promises to be the solution to a
number of hardware obstacles
such as manufacturer’s Mas-
ter/Slave incompatibility and
BIOS incompatibility. Plan to
start your Super Saturday with
Hardware Solutions at 9 AM. See
you there!

Charles Miller

Paradox SIG

It's kinda belated news to many
of the regular SIG members, but,
I'm happy that Tom Browning
stepped forward and volunteered
to be the Assistant SIG Leader.
Thanks Tom, and I'm certain the
SIG members have seen an imme-
diate improvement in the SIG.

At the June meeting Tom pre-
sented a continuation of his May
topic. The title of June’s presenta-
tion was, Paradox Queries, Part
Deux. Just to test Tom’s mettle, I
managed to slip out of both of
the last meetings with other press-
ing business. Reports are that
Tom'’s two presentations were
well received. I can attest to that
because I managed to return

prior to the end of the June meet-
ing, and saw no one was asleep.

Saving the good news for last!
We now have a new 486 machine
for use by the SIGs for program
presentation. I spent the better
part of the June meeting time
loading both Pdox 4.0 for DOS
and PdoxWin for Windows on
the new machine. We are now
ready to go back to hands-on
presentations. It has been a long
dry spell. Because of a new
planned effort to bring the SIGs
to the machine, rather than drag-
ging the machine all over In-
fomart, look for a possible room
assignment change starting with
the July meeting. The time slot
will remain, but the room assign-
ment may not. Please check the
overheads in the lobby before the
meeting. I would suspect, though
the plans are not finalized, that
Tom might start his series of pres-
entations on basic Paradox data-
base system design at the July
meeting.

With this series, Tom steps
through each design and develop-
ment phase for a small database
application. The series has been
well received at the PUNT meet-
ings, very well done, and most in-
formative.

Fred Williams

Personal Users SIG

This Special Interest Group (SIG)
is for you!... if you consider your-
self any of the following: ... a nov-
ice... a new PC owner... a begin-
ner with PC’s... a person curious
about PC’s... a soon-to-be PC
owner... a personal (versus profes-
sional) PC user... or... a PC user
needing to review some funda-
mentals. We offer sixteen (16) in-
dividual, stand-alone classes cov-
ering the fundamentals of per-
sonal computers.

Four classes are offered at each
monthly meeting of the North
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Texas PC Users Group (2nd or
3rd Saturday on the 7th floor of
the Infomart in Dallas). After four
monthly meetings (covering four
classes each), we take a month off
and then the entire 16-class cur-
riculum is begun again. The
classes are presented in numeri-
cal sequence, but you can take
them in any sequence convenient
to your personal schedule.

The classes always start each
month (except our month off) at
9:00 AM, 10:00 AM, 12:00 noon,
and 1:00 PM. Since each class is a
"stand-alone"... i.e. self-contained
and NOT requiring any other
classes as prerequisites... you can
begin attending at any time con-
venient to your other priorities
and schedule. In addition to re-
ceiving informative instruction
from people very knowledgeable
in their field and class topic, you
also receive a set of handout
notes for each class, to allow you
later review. There are no home- .
work assignments, no pressures,
no tests, and no dumb questions.
You don’t even have to be a mem-
ber of the NTPCUG before you at-
tend... ALTHOUGH YOUR ARE
ENCOURAGED TO JOIN
NTPCUG AND VOLUNTEER
YOUR TALENTS.

This 16-class curriculum of PC
fundamentals is specifically de-
signed to be the kind of learning
experience you always wished ex-
isted... where you are accepted
just as you are, and where you
can gain knowledge without the
hassles... and best of all... the
classes are FREE! Join us as we
learn and review THE FUNDA-
MENTALS. The four classes for
July 1993 will be:

09:00 AM Class 1 Genesis & Overview of
Computer Languages

10:00 AM Class 2 NTPCUG Disk of the
Month (DOM)

12:00 noon Class 3 Fundamentals of PC
Graphics

1:00 PM Class 4 Fundamentals of PC

Telecommunications

Bob Presley
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Quicken SIG

In June, we held a Question and
Answer session by virtue of the
portable computer being unavail-
able. But, judging by the participa-
tion of the group, there are a lot
of questions out there and it’s
good to devote a meeting to this.

Jim and Billy continue to explore
the inner workings of Quicken
and again will address the setting
up of categories, which gets more
complex with each new version
of Quicken. Choices of Catego-
ries, subcategories, classes and ac-
counts. I'm afraid I'm of the keep
it simple, stupid persuasion, but
many of these listings are impor-
tant to differentiate between mem-
bers of the families or per-

sonal /business affairs.

Many of you have investments
which you are tracking and
maybe interested in downloading
statistics from Prodigy. Not only
does Quicken rate an auditorium
demonstration, but is being re-
viewed in the American Associa-
tion of Individual Investors publi-
cation as a useful software pro-
gram for managing finances. Stay
tuned, we expect a session on in-
vestments in the near future.
‘There maybe some confusion
about the scheduling of topics for
presentation to the monthly meet-
ing.

[ have tried to impress on Billy
the importance of reading this
newsletter article before he comes
to each meeting. However, due to
events beyond our control such
as equipment failure, disappear-
ance, and the human factor in the
same respect, we respectfully de-
cline to take any responsibility
for the scheduling and content of
the above meetings.

Jo Johnston

Spreadsheet SIG

Tom Garland will be handling
the Spreadsheet SIG in July, Mark
will be away on vacation. After
some discussion with Mark, Tom
agreed to present Creating Menu
Macros in 1-2-3. This topic was
originally going to be discussed
in June, but Lotus came down to
present 1-2-3 version 4 for Win-
dows which was well received.

Tom will be using a handout that
Mark prepared on menu macro
commands, but will also be pre-
senting some of the models that
he has developed over the past
several few years that make exten-
sive use of menu macro com-
mands. So come on by and learn
how to create your own macros

in 1-2-3.

Mark is still looking for an Assis-
tant SIG Leader for the Spread-
sheet and Spreadsheet Develop-
ers SIGs. If you are interested,
please call Mark Gruner at the
phone number on the back cover
of the newsletter.

Mark Gruner

Spreadsheet Develop-
ers SIG

Tom Garland will be handling
the Spreadsheet Developers SIG
in July. Mark will be away on a
much needed vacation. Tom was
kind enough to agree to lead a
discussion concerning problems
and tricks that developers are
coming across when building
models. Tom may also have a for-
mal presentation and show off
some of his techniques for others
to benefit. Tom has no real defi-
nite plans for his presentation,
but a general free-for-all is defi-
nitely in the plan for July.

Mark is still looking for an Assis-
tant SIG Leader for the Spread-
sheet Developers and Spread-
sheet SIGs. If you are interested,
please call Mark Gruner at the
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phone number on the back cover
of the newsletter.

Mark Gruner

TI-Pro SIG

Happy days! At the June meeting
of the group, Walt reported that
he now has the infamous Win-
chester zinging along. Hasn’t
been able to boot from it yet, but
other than that everything is gin-
ning. Tom Blackwell, our SYSOP,
reported that he had put a new
motherboard in the BBS machine.
Apparently, as reported by Tom,
when the PS departed it left some
gruesome messages on various
components of ole madre plank.
The system is up and running
fine even though, as I understand
it, it is operating on one Winches-
ter.

In addition to the discussions of
the bulletin board and the good
news from Walt, the gang spent
some time trying to help a new
member with various start-up
problems. Hopefully the contribu-
tions were of some assistance. As
I stated in my last report, al-
though I don’t believe it or the
one before was published, one of
our members stood guard at the
room to catch any new attendees
that might come before we got up
from the main business meeting,.

We continued the discussion con-
cerning our meeting time and
place. The consensus was that the
11:30 to 12:00 time slot was really
a waste since the meeting didn’t
usually start until 1145 or after,
and that probably we should de-
lay our meeting until 12:00. We're
now scheduled from 11:30 AM to
1:00 PM, but since we don’t get
started until 11:45 or 11:50 any-
way starting at 12:00 wouldn’t be
much different than what's hap-
pening in actual practice. Hope to
see you at the next meeting... at
11:45..11:50..12:007?7?7

Jack McCurley
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Word SIG

July’s Word SIG meeting will be
led by Charles Miller, SIG Co-
leader, in Reagan’s absence. Rea-
gan will be assisting Douglas
McQuaid in getting out the PC
News for the next month or two
and won’t (usually) be able to at-
tend the Word SIG Meeting.

Should Microsoft come through
on it's promise to get copies of
Word for DOS 6.0 to the Word
SIG, this will be focus of the July
SIG Meeting. There’s been a lot of
advertising for the new DOS
product lately promising wonder-
ful things in the new version.
Hopetully, Word SIG members
will have an opportunity to see
what it really does and doesn't
do.

One area we'll all be looking at

closely is the new graphical inter-
face and TrueType support prom-
ised by media reports. If it works
as well as advertised, it may well
forestall a need to upgrade to the
Windows product for DOS ver-

sion users for another year or so.

The main question will remain is
this version a necessary upgrade?

Come to the July Word S5IG meet-
ing and see for yourself. Feel free
to join in the Q & A session fo-

cused on Word problems and so-
lutions terminating the SIG meet-

ing.

Reagan Andrews

Editor’'s Note:

Some SIG Notes may not be pre-
sented in this month’s column.
Due to the press of putting out
the PC News following Publisher
John Pribyl’s death, some submis-
sions may have been missed. We
are sorry for any inconvenience
this may have caused.
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e Advesitures Of PC Teck

by Ben Thar
CHAPTER 19

Mary became tired of always dealing with the negative. Of course, in a
personal computer support position, the people with problems were
the ones she heard from the most. Not that she did not like her job, she
just wanted to focus on positive events to help motivate herself. "Well,"
she thought, "there was the time when the end user actually got out the
manual before calling Technical Support.”

..... It began with a phone call, like it does most often. "Technical Sup-
port, Mary Margaret speaking.” "Hi Mary, this is Kimberley. [ can’t get
my IAMPERFECT word processor to format tables left justified with
centered column headers.” Mary replied, "I believe there is an entire
chapter on tables in the manual.” "I know, I know," said Kim. "I've read
and reread that chapter and it just doesn’t go into detail about how to
do this." MM did not know the answer and told Kim so, but she said
she would find out.

MM’s placed a call to IAMPERFECT s support line where she was
greeted with: "You have reached the IAMPERFECT customer support.
Please enter your choice from a touch-tone phone. Press 1 for our word
processing department. Press 2 for our graphics department. Press 3 to
inquire about an order. Press 4 if you know the extension of the person
that you are calling. Press 5 to request a return authorization number.
Press 6 if you just like the music that we are playing, and we’ll let you
listen for 30 minutes. Press 7 to listen to these choices again. Press 8 not
to listen to these choices again.”

PC Tech pressed 1. Then the phone-arama said, "Press 1 for general
help. Press 2 for Tabs, Columns, and Indenting. Press 3 for font help.
Press 4 for help with Styles. Press 5 for help with the Dictionary or The-
saurus...." Mary pressed 2 because she knew this could go on forever.
Then an ominous voice said, “This call may be monitored for quality
and responsiveness.” (In other words, we don’t think our people would
intentionally give the wrong answer, kinda like the IRS, but for a
chuckle, we like to hear some of the dumb questions that end users
ask.)

Finally, a human came on the phone. "Hi, my name is Jill. What is your
user registration number please.” "Hi Jill, my name is Mary and where
do I find this number.” "Oh, it came on a card with your software. You
remember, you had to tear the card on the perforations and leave a lit-
tle stub in the manual and mail in the registration. Well, on that little
stub somewhere in your manual is the number." Mary ran and grabbed
the manual, thumbed through it and found the number. Kim went on,
"Now write this down. Your problem call number in case you need to
call back is XGQ332PVS533490. Now how may I help you."

Mary did get an answer to her question. "The experience is a positive
one," she thought, "since the end user did try to find the answer in the
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The Advertines of PC Teck. ... Cid.

manual first." Some end users call the support
line for the least little thing, or call on some-
thing that Mary explained to them last week.
MM started looking up the answer, and then
referring them to a page number in the man-
ual.

A call came in from Building Maintenance.
Since Mary’s company owned the building,
the operations personnel were employed by
her company. "My system has smoke coming
out of it." "TURN IT OFF! UNPLUG IT!" Mary
yelled into the phone. "Let me get my tools.
I'm on my way down." When she got there,
the CPU was still hot. Mary took off the cover
and noted that several of the plastic compo-
nents were melted inside the computer. "So
tell me, what happened," PC Tech inquired.
"Well the hard drive had been acting funny
for the past two weeks, so we didn’t turn it
off, in case it wouldn’t start again,” said Bud.
Mary told him that they should have called at
the first sign of trouble. '

She went ahead and plugged it in, turned it
on, and nothing happened. The power supply
sat silently. MM looked inside the power sup-
ply and noted that one of the fan blades was
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bent. "How did that happen?" she said quizzi-
cally, almost to herself. Bud stated, "Oh that,
well you remember me telling you that the
hard drive was makin’ this noise..." "Wait,
wait, how did you know it was the hard
drive?" Mary asked. "You know, that thing
that you got open there.”" PC Tech told him
that that was the computer. The hard drive
was the little black box with the melted plastic
on it. She also told him about cards, power
supplies, and floppy drives. "So," Bud contin-
ues, "this here computer was making a racket
and we couldn’t figure out where it was
comin’ from, so’s we opened "er up. And this
fan gizmo, oh yeah the power supply, was so
loud we couldn’t isolate the other noise. I
stuck a screwdriver in there to hold the fan
still and we found a loose screw that was rat-
tlin" around inside."

Mary Margaret knew this was going to be an
Excedrin department. She explained to Bud
that the fan keeps the computer from overheat-
ing, and when he stopped the fan, the ma-
chine overheated and melted the components
inside. "I'll try to save it, but you may have to
buy a new PC." In retrospect, Mary wondered
how the maintenance people fixed the build-
ing’s air conditioners -- with a really big screw-
driver?

Membership Application

North Texas PC Users Group, Inc.

The NTPCUG is as non-profit independent organization of individuals learning to apply
pexsonal computers to practical problems. For additional information, call (214) 746-4699.
Member #
Name:; (Last)
Address:
City: State: 1P
PHONE: (Check Preferred No.) Home ( )
Work _ { ) (Ext)
Qccupation/Profession:
Check one from each column below:
Payment: Membership Classification: Application Status:
Cash - Regular ($24.00) _ New Member
Check _ Student ($16.00) _ Rewnewal -
CreditCard _ (full time with ID) Address Change __
Applications should be mailed to: North Texas PC Users Group, P.O. Box 780066, Dallas, TX 75378-0066
(Make checks payable to NIPCUG)
Please initial here if you do not wish to have your address included on member lists sold for

the NTPCUG's benefit to advertisers of IBM compatible products.
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create graphs, draw lines and add arrows,
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ASymphp;w windows let you perform different tasks side by side on screen in a DOS wincer
environment. Just choose the size and number of windows you want to display. psigooid
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THE ONE INTEGRATED DOS SOFTWARE
PACKAGE FOR ALL YOUR BUSINESS NEEDS.

Symphony?® from Lotus® is one of the most popular
business software programs, featuring powerful
spreadsheet, database, word processing, communi-
cations and graphics environments. Symphony Release 3
features a WYSIWYG environment that's really something
to see. An on-line tutorial and context-sensitive Help
make the program incredibly easy to use. Our file

Viewer lets you preview files before retrieving them.

< Symphony comes with full mouse
support, so creating windows and
clicking between them is a breeze.

L Spaee Summer  Fall o Minter  verase
1947 512677 5376.850 $132.786 $462,37% 774522
1988 s122.29 09726 swan7ze  mssa 299
3989 stazzsr HEATS  S7Ie  s5e738 8998360
1990 144,000 use0a  mSiaM sSeEE  Sa2a1t
1931 $152.208 511,358 3162338 ®21.721 351,907
92 s sEes | weago | wlze  sieza
Toal 52,294 " s2rarars 5855.541 $3.336.580 $1.971.370
Average 14209 P

Wnile we have continued to Lncreame ravenuea during She low
season, Ben's Mouarair Ladge has also impraved upon reducing icta
exposure ta these fluctuacions by offering 4 wider vaziety of
aervices To our cuptomera, guch as a newly removative goummes
reatauzant and arouod the clack oo service. '

car reacala, ans
well as gyided Zours af
the mountaine, have
slso provided us with
Lless dapenden:
nign
sucn

sources af reverue have
iocreased our avarail
profitabilley by 4%
over the past two years,
and  that  other

cted a wldar

impravemenza tao ladge facilicies have
variety of cuatomera than we have sgen in our past. Our
expectatioa in The lomg-term jis Co see evel more
profitable years ac Ben's Mounca:s Lodge.

A Our automatic print compression lets you print any size
worksheet on one page.

And our Auditor helps you analyze and document
complex worksheet logic. Plus. you can switch environ-
ments on and off to maximize memory and build

bigger spreadsheets.

USER GROUP MEMBERS, UPGRADE TODAY
AND GET A FREE COPY OF FORMS-TO-GO'!

To order this special offer for user group members, just
call 1-800-TRADE UP, ext. 8927 Be sure to ask about
our network edition now available.

Symphony Release 3. Sounds pretty good, doesnt it?

Symphony Release 3

INTEGRATED SOFTWARE FOR DOS

*Please have your credit card and product package ready when you call. Offer available while supplies last. In Canada call 1-800-GO-LOTUS. ©1993 Lotus Development Corporation
All rights reserved. Symphony. Lotus, and 1-2-3 are registered trademarks of Lotus Development Carporation Forms-To-Go is a trademark of intex Solutions, Inc.
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Kicked Upstairs - Tactician to Strategic Planning
by Tom A. Prickett A.K.A. tap...

"Tactics is knowing what to do when there is
something to do. Strategy is knowing what to
do when there is nothing to do." This little gem
of a quote is attributed to Savielly Tartakover.
Never heard of him? Neither had I, but I think
he was talking about chess since he is a Polish
chess grand master. However, this quote is as
good an intro as you're going to get from me.
The NTPCUG has recently elected me to "mem-
ber emeritus” status. This was presented to me
by two people, each with their own personal
spin. :

The first was Fred Williams, our BBS Sysop who
I saw at the Gorrie/Green Communications SIG
(a real blockbuster). "Well, you don’t have to pay
dues any more,” he said in his usual cryptic way.
"You mean 1 have become a saint?" 1 replied in
my own cynical way. (Member emeritus status is
the NTPCUG equivalent of sainthood.)

The second was through the snail mail. I got a new
membership card from Jim Hoisington, our member-
ship director, who has a cryptic way of doing things
too. Its expiration date was 12/31/2020. T'll be over
seventy "then." (Perhaps I'll be ready to pay dues
"then.")

[ will now say a big THANKS, although emeri-
tus status was never among my personal strate-
gies. A personal strategy of mine is to look at
each event from both sides - after all, even a
glass of water can simultaneously be viewed as
part full and part empty.

Taking a cynical approach first, one could say I
deserved this. After all, | am a long term mem-
ber (Member No. 100) and I have been involved
with several user group efforts that may go on
forever. | was an early contributor to the PC
News, I helped to kick off the newsletter ex-
change, and [ was the first Sysop of the
NTPCUG BBS. What better honor than for an or-
ganization to say - You've given us enough dues
$’s for now. But we will remember you until
"then’" so keep doing whatever you have been
doing so far until "then."
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When one takes a more humble of point of view,
my contributions are paltry in comparison to
prior members emeritus. Phil Chamberlain (Mr.
PC) was on the BOD and was a SIG leader sev-
eral times. Jim Hoisington is on the BOD, is a
SIG leader, was the President, and is the Mem-
bership Director. Stuart Yarus was on the BOD,
was a founder of the Computer Council, and ad-
mits to programming in APL.

Finally there is John Pribyl (a true saint in my
eyes) who was on the BOD, was the editor of
the PC News, and was also its publisher until
his untimely death in May.

[ have never done any of these things. I'll have
to work hard to match these contributions.
There is always room for another volunteer be-
cause there always seems to be something that is
not being done, or done right.

I have developed a reputation of getting in-
volved in something in the early stages and
passing it on before it’s completed. The
NTPCUG must have sensed this and made it so
that I can’t quit (I'm being cynical again). Per-
haps it is time to form a strategy since a member
emeritus has nothing to do (the beauty of a vol-
unteer organization). My previous accomplish-
ments were just tactics based on things that re-
ally needed to be done (another beauty of a vol-
unteer organization).

One useful way to earn your keep as a member
is to write an article in the PC News. In the past,
dues were waived for certain number of articles
containing a certain number of words. However,
there are many other ways to contribute too, the
BBS, the newsletter exchange, the SIG’s, the
BOD, the DOM, and perhaps in defining some-
thing to do if you have emeritus status without
a well defined task.

Thanks again to the NTPCUG for my new status

as member emeritus and I'm not being cynical
here, honest.

tap...
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NEW

Disk 829. Shez9.04, 5/93 -~
Archive shell with many fea-
tures, California Software De-
sign, James Derr, P.O. Box
15248, Santa Rosa, Ca. 95402.
(707) 575-9868 SHAREWARE
FEE = $40.

Shez is a great utility for any-
one with compressed files.
Shez supports the ZIP, LHA,
Z0OO0, ARC, AR], SQZ, and
PAK formats if the accompa-
nying compression /decom-
pression programs are avail-
able. Shez lets you open the
compressed file and view its
contents right in front of you,
instead of you having to un-
zip and delete. Shez even has
support for self-extracting ar-
chives, allowing you to see in-
side them like never before.

Shez is easy to use and has a
nice, convenient menu and
controls accessible by a
mouse. It lets you extract, de-
lete, add and even edit files in
the compressed file and con-
vert the file into other formats
for better storage. For ease of
use, Shez will even allow you
to record and playback key-
strokes for your favorite uses.
A convenient configuration
program lets you change file
viewers, editors, compression
and decompression programs,
virus scanners, colors, mem-
ory usage and many other op-
tions.

SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS:
IBM or compatible using
DOS. Hard disk required.

Downloaded from RingWorld
BBS by Zachary Loafman.
Review prepared by Zachary
Loafman, edited by Will Davis
(6/93).

Disk 830. MicroLathe 1.5, 5/92 -
- 3-D Lathe program for Win-
dows by Daniel S. Baker, 5993

DISK>

..from the D O M Squad

Slippery Rock Drive. Colum-
bus, Ohio, USA 43229.
SHAREWARE FEE = $15.

1f you like to sculpt, have
trouble visualizing certain ob-
jects, or just want to have fun,
MicroLathe is the program for
you. MicroLathe is a Win-
dows program that acts just
like a normal lathe would:
you draw a shape and, like a
lathe, it turns on its axis while
you view it 3-D. The controls
are simple and easy to use
but offer numerous options.
You can create figures like bot-
tles, lamps, cones, plates; just
about anything. The program
comes with samples which
you can look at and enjoy.
Options to rotate the figure,
shade the figure or even
change the lighting on the fig-
ure are available. A fun and
useful tool that everyone can
enjoy. MicroLathe even
comes with a small utility
called MiniMovie, which lets
you create your own anima-
tion from your lathed images.

SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS:
IBM or compatible running
Windows.

Downloaded from Collector’s

Edition by Zachary Loafman.
Review prepared by Zachary
Loafman, edited by Will Davis
(6/93).

Disk 831. CATDISK 7.01,
05/93 — Helps manage large li-
braries of disks, Rick Hillier,
98 Toynbee Crescent, Kitch-
ener, ONTARIG, Canada N2N
1R9. SHAREWARE FEE = $29
(340 with disk).

CATDISK is a useful utility
for anyone with a large li-
brary of disks. 1f you've ever
put a file on a disk and then
forgotten which disk it was
on, CATDISK is the program
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for you. CATDISK let’s you
manage all your files on your
floppies with an easy to use
menu driven interface. CAT-
DISK catalogs your files on
disk with little or no hassle.

It will let you add descrip-
tions to your files and even
import descriptions from BBS
file listings. CATDISK will
also let you search for particu-
lar files or for particular de-
scriptions so you can find the
file you're looking for. CAT-
DISK will also determine a
best fit for files, thus maximiz-
ing your disk space. CAT-
DISK comes with several utili-
ties to help you, like DUP-
CLEAN, a program that
searches for duplicate files in
your CATDISK database and
lets you delete them. CAT-
DISK is an all round great util-
ity for anyone with a large li-
brary of disks.

SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS:
IBM or compatible with 640k
of ram memory. Hard disk
recommended.

Downloaded from RingWorld
by Zachary Loafman.
Review prepared by Zachary
Loafman, edited by Will Dauvis
(6/93).

Disk 832 The ShareWare
Book 1.0, 5/92 -- How-To for
ShareWare Authors by Bob
Schenot, ASP, Compass / New
England, Post Office Box 117,
Portsmouth, New Hampshire
03802-6117, (603) 431 8030, CIS:
70511,720 GEnie: R.Schenot.
SHAREWARE FEE = $19.95.

This is a "Whole Earth Cata-
log" for software developers.
A 190-page how-to manual
for making money with share-
ware. It is packed with hard
to find tips, tools, and tech-
niques for successful share-
ware marketing & develop-
ment. It includes market re-
search, publicity, getting paid,
distribution, resources, prod-
uct protection, registration en-
couragement, trademarks,
copyrights, licensing, channel
management, business issues,
support, taxes, manuals, pack-
aging, shipping, and interna-
tional trade.
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SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS:
[BM PC or compatible, DOS
3.0 or later, 200k memory,
800Kb disk, any monitor.

Source of this disk is the
author.

Review prepared by John Puckette,
edited by Will Davis (6/93).

Disk 833. PC Magazine Bench-
marks 7.0, 11/92 - Benchmark
Tests for PCs by PC Magazine,
Ziff-Davis Publishing. FREE-
WARE.

PC Magazine Benchmarks Ver-
sion 7.0 provides a standard
comparison between PC sys-
tems. Speed benchmarks are
provided for Processor, Co-
processor, Disk, Printer, BIOS,
and Memory. A Compatibil-
ity benchmark is provided for
VGA, and Quality bench-
marks are provided for
CGA/EGA hardware. This se-
ries of benchmark tests is re-
markably easy to use, follow,
and understand.

One of the new aspect of this
version is the program is ob-
ject oriented. The program
also adapts to the type of
monitor instead of defaulting
to text mode. A database is
now an integral part of the en-
gine. The tests are now
modular so that test are
loaded and unloaded from
memory as needed. In this
version, results are measured
as throughput such as bytes
per second instead of seconds.

PC Magazine uses these
benchmark tests in their re-
view of PC systems and re-
lated hardware. By using
these tests, PC Magazine pre-
sents a consistent and compa-
rable review and analysis of
hardware. This feature is par-
ticularly useful since hard-
ware is constantly being re-
viewed throughout the year
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in the magazine. You can use
the results of the tests to see
how your PC at work or
home stack up. You can also
use them when evaluating fu-
ture purchases.

SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS:
IBM PC/XT /AT or compat-
ible with a hard disk. At least
500K of available memory,
and DOS 3.0 or higher.

Software downloaded and do-
nated by Mark Gruner.
Review prepared by Mark Gruner,
edited by Kathryn Loafman (6/93).

Disk 834. Morton Utilities
1.0, 10/92 -- and other Morton
products by Robert L. Morton,
81-887 Tournament Way, Indio,
California 92201.

This file contains 4 separate
groups of utilities. Each
group includes a number of
programs and a brief descrip-
tion. A manual can be
printed out from the Morton
Utilies group. The different
groups are:

1. MORTON - Over 40 of the
most popular memory resi-
dent utilities packed into one
professional easy to use pack-
age. Includes: 8 video utili-
ties, 7 disk utilities, 6 printer
utilities, 7 keyboard utilities, 5
clock utilities, 11 miscellane-
ous utilities. SHAREWARE
FEE = $32.95.

2. BOOT - Allows you to se-
lect between 100 different
boot configurations either dur-
ing boot time or afterwards.
A configuration is defined
here as being a CON-
FIG.SYS/AUTOEXEC.BAT
file group. **Be sure to read
docs before running this pro-
gram as it can change your
Autoexecbat & Config.sys
files**. SHAREWARE FEE =
$22.95.

3. JETPILOT - Use pull-down
menus to control virtually
every feature of your Laserjet
11, 1ID, 1iF, 111, HIP or compat-
ible printer. Change page set-
tings such as paper source, pa-
per destination, paper size,
orientation, margins and

more. SHAREWARE FEE =
$42.95.

4. ZAPCODE - Use ZapCode
to select fonts, reset printer,
change margins, advance the
page, and anything else your
printer is capable of doing.
Install in memory as a TSR
(Terminate Stay Resident) pro-
gram or run from DOS as a
stand-alone program.
SHAREWARE FEE = $22.95.

SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS:
IBM PC, XT, AT, PS/2 or comn-
patible with a hard disk.

Downloaded from SDN,
SHAREWARE DISTRIBU-
TION NETWORK, by Mike
Ashley. ’
Review prepared by Mike Ashley,
edited by John Puckette (6/93).

Disk 835. Dallas Computer
Literacy Program «- Introduc-
tion to DCLP, A Computer-
Based Introduction Produced
by CyberProductions. FREE-
WARE - This disk distributed
on 1.2 M diskette only.

The Dallas Computer Literacy
Program or DCLP for short,
teaches free computer classes,
provides technical assistance
to educational non-profit or-
ganizations, sponsors high
school computer clubs, and es-
tablishes neighborhood com-
puter labs. This disk is a com-
puter-based introduction to
the organization.

SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS:
An IBM or compatible com-
puter running Microsoft Win-
dows version 3.0 or higher is
required.

This software was donated by
Brian Mickel - DCLP Presi-
dent.
Review prepared by Mark Gruner,
edited by Kathryn Loafman (6/93).

Disk 836. Windows Bench-
mark 3.1,11/92 ~ PC Maga-
zine Benchmark Program By
PC Magazine, Ziff-Davis Pub-
lishing. FREEWARE.

PC Magazine’s Windows
Benchmark program will
work with any version of Win-
dows and is designed to test
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the performance of Windows
on a particular hardware plat-
form. You can run the tests in-
dividually or all at once. The
tests performed include
Blocks, Curves, Lines, Poly-
gons, Rectangles, Text, Clip-
ping, and others. Test results
may be sent to the screen, text
file or both.

Some of the features of the
program include:

System Information adds the
processor type and clock
speed, presence of math co-
processor, Windows version
number and operating mode,
video driver file name and de-
scription, video driver file
date, video driver version, X-
Width Aspect Ratio, Y-Width
Aspect Ratio, height of the
system font, and average char-
acter width of the system font.

Tests now run for a minimum
of five seconds, and report
throughput, rather than
elapsed time.

All tests display text centered
in the benchmark window to
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identify the current test being
run in a series of tests. Identi-
fying the test when it is run-
ning improves human factors
and helps to debug WIN-
BENCH and Windows should
WINBENCH terminate with
an UAE.

Many tests change the color
being displayed to give a bet-
ter visual indication that
something is actually being
done while the test runs.

Where possible, throughput is
either calculated or estimated
as "pixels/sec". Results of
text handling benchmarks are
reported in "characters/ sec".
Results for some other tests
are reported in "opera-

tions/ sec".

The Help dialogue box pro-
vides a complete description
of all tests.

This software was down-
Joaded and donated by Mark
Gruner.
Review prepared by Mark Gruner,
edited by Kathryn™Loafman (6/93).

DOM Mail Order Form
Mail to: NTPCUG, DOM Mail Order Specify disk size:
P.O. Box 780066, 525" 35"
Dallas, TX 75378-0066 Q a
Disk No.  No. of disks Title/Description
1
TOTAL DISKS @S$200each . ........... $ W
SHIPPING & HANDLING @ $1.00 for each & disks . ... .. $
TOTAL AMOUNT FOR ORDER $
NAME
ADDRESS
CITY, STATE, ZIP
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Inside the North Texas PC Users Group Community

Claude McClure

Thanks to the volunteers, who month after month fill the
job positions made necessary by the wide range of activi-
ties on Super Saturday. An effort is made to list the volun-
teers who are most visible by their places at the informa-
tion desk and the disk of the month area.

We also want to remember our officers, directors, SIG coor-
dinators and leaders, newsletter staff and writers, newslet-
ter exchange, bulletin board sysop and technical staff.
They are all volunteers, whose names are listed in other
sections of this newsletter.

A volunteer gave each of us our first greeting, helped us

enroll and gave us a new member kit with the sheet of in-
structions on how to benefit from membership. Volunteers
study the programs and systems we use in our computers

Infomart Liaison Edward (Ned) Keig

David Harned David Martin
Claude McClure
Vendor Setup/Breakdown Raymond Reyes,
' Bob Wuller
Anchors: Booth Crew:
Jim Bourgeos Glynn Brooks
Mike Griffin Greg Canty
David Slavik Eteta E. Eta
Crew: John lvers,
Michael Dumenko Neil Jochelson
Robert Hartner Cinda Lovil
Rod Raodilico Ed Moreland
Rod Raodolico
Auditorium Presentations Randy Wicks
Timothy Carmichael Disk of the Month (DOM)
Chris Jung
Christopher Carmichael DOM Desk Crew:
Joe Allen
Information/Registration Doug Athas
Booth Bernie Baars
Roy Bales
Statistician: Ralph Beaver
Connie Testa Rob Bender
Scheduler: Gene Brown,
Bob Wuller Gene Carleton
Anchors: Don Chick
Connie Andrews Norman Dang
Harvey Andrews James Donlon

Ralph Beaver William Farris

Gregg Canty Daramana Gata

John Ferguson Thomas "Tuc" Goodwin
Allan Harbaugh Lloyd "Mac" McKeethen
Hank Holt Duane Martin

David Huckabee, Jan Parkhill

and lead us through Special Interest Groups. The audito-
rium special events and the range of vendors come to us
through volunteers. The vendors in the Product Showcase
Area depend on volunteers. The many software programs
available through the Disk of the Month are reviewed and
duplicated by a corps of volunteers who work throughout
the month for us. Dial up the bulletin board and let a vol-
unteer connect you to the outside world, or read about
your computer interest in the newsletter sent to your door-
step by a volunteer.

The amazing thing is how much fun this group volunteer
thing can be. But, most of all, please remember to say
thanks to our volunteers!

Claude...
George Ponsford Gil Brand,
George Read Jimmy Green
Craig Ringener Harold Menzel
Ed Snuggs DOM Desk Scheduler:

Charles Cashion

With Special Thanks to: Disks-for-Review Manager:

Set-Up Crew: Howard Hamilton
Bill Chambliss Disk Production: Will Davis
Jay Chambliss Kathryn Loafman
Mark Gruner Kenneth Loafman
M. Pat Henley
Jerry Stone

Inventory and Clean Up

Crew:

- )

VOLUNTEER INFORMATION

1. Via BBS: (214)387-2751, (214)387-2752 ar (214)263-9038
(metro). Sign up on the Volunteer Conference - make the sub-
ject matter your area of interest.

2. Meeting day: Sign up at the Information Booth or DOM
Booth to wark those areas in a coming month.

3. By phone:

Auditorium Presentations
Timothy Carmichael (214)661-4626 (w)
DCM Booth Scheduler
Chares Cashion (214)881-0952 (h)
(214)519-2583 (w)

DOM Software Review

Howard Hamilton (214)644-5721 (h)

Information Booth and
K General Information

Claude McClure (214)867-0978 (h)
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NTPCUG On-Line

By Fred Williams
Sysop, NTPCUG BBS

For those who missed the June business meeting, I'm
very happy to say the NITPCUG Board of Directors
has voted the illustrious former Sysop, and all-
around nice guy, Tom Prickett, to the exalted level of
NTPCUG Member Emeritus! Congratulations Tom,
and thanks again for all of those trying years as the
NTPCUG’s Sysop.

I have had a talk or two recently with Tom, and we
are both hopeful that Tom will be able to get back a
little more active with the BBS. There are some
promising things on the horizon, and I for one, am
keeping all my fingers crossed.

Ah, that never-ending subject, Modems. Seems as
soon as I get the time, I'll be ordering yet another
14.4k baud modem for the third line of the BBS. This
will once again bring us back to a full complement of
high-speed modems.

Many of the BBS users have made mention (some of
them in $@#@ &#$&@ terms) of continuing problems
with the BBS when attempting a high speed connec-
tion. I'm really not attempting to pass the buck, but I
have found that the old practice of expecting a rock-
solid connection each time the carriers start scream-
ing at each other no longer applies.

I have found that most of my regular on-line services
I connect with, will on occasion, exhibit various lev-
els of contrariness which can cause multiple attempts
before a connection can be established. My worst
luck locally seems to be with BBS’s which have
"Metro" numbers. That is the main reason that I have
the NTPCUG BBS’s Metro number as my "fourth
down and long yardage" choice.

The most frustrating calls can be the ones I place to
the eSoft (TBBS Support BBS) in Colorado. MCI
doesn’t consider a failed modem connection a "no an-
swer" long distance call. After a good rain between
here and Colorado, I can just about count on a string
of one minute long calls to Colorado, before I finally
get a connection to lock in.

I think that the modem manufactures are pushing
just a bit too hard on the telephone systems’ switched
voice grade lines. Things just don’t work as
smoothly and consistently as they did back there at
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2400 baud. I'm really going to take a hands-off ap-
proach when the modem manufactures ratchet up to
that next (28.8kb) speed notch.

With two one-minute calls costing more than one two
-minute call, one really has to wonder if twice the
speed with half the reliability is really a savings. But,
I have seen those far-out TV ads AT&T has been
sound-biting us with recently, showing full motion
video on the "picture phone”. Looks like a network
connection in every home is just around the corner.

Trouble is, I still remember how long Xerox drew
crayon pictures on the wall before they finally deliv-
ered the first Ethernet. And, the first Ethernet didn’t
reach all the way to Colorado.

Even with all of the struggling with new modems
and those confounded off-line mail readers, seems
BBS message traffic has been on a gradual and steady
increase in recent months. The Board of Directors is
even beginning to get some initial discussion of the
ever-growing, never-ending, NTPCUG "opportuni-
ties" done on the BBS between the recent marathon
BOD meetings. g

The Community Service group is getting quite active
on the BBS. They are doing very well considering all
of the formal training they were given, NOT! All you
members who have not signed on, come on in, the
water’s fine! Some BBS users have recently received
some excellent advise that actually solved some prob-
lems.

After paying a recent visit to our own Coppell City
Council member’s garage, I can assure you that there
will be a regular flood of messages in the "Swap
Shop". Right Payton? Ask him for a price on one of
his "Thumpers".

Fred

o etwork Classes
i:;Taught by Certmed Netware Engmeers

Netware 386 Admin. (3 day) $695
Adv. Netware 386 Admin. (2 day) $495
Price includes 200+ page Wave training manuals.
Classes held at INFOMART.

Prepare for CNA or CNE exams.

> o 0

For full details, course outlines, and registration
forms; call our 24hr automated information line with
FAX capability. MicroTrain, Inc. (214) 746-5976




Meetings & Times

For the current schedule of Vendor Presentations and the
North Texas PC Users Group Business Meeting, please
consult Page 3 of this Newsletter, and the overheads in the
lobby at INFOMART on July 10, the day of the meeting.

Special Interest Group Meetings
For possible time changes, check the Bulletin Board just before the meeting
and the overhead display in the lobby at INFOMART.

: 9:00 - 9:36 11:00 - 11: 12:00 - 12:55 cont
B BASIC Programming-Visual BASIC Programming-Begin.. Investors
DCS Assembler 0S/2 for End Users
General Genealogy Brother' Keeper Genealogy Personal Users
Hardware Solutions MS Works . .
5 Personal Users Roots IIf - Genealogy 1:00- 1:55
Quicken Spreadsheet Developers ACT!
‘ Software Review Windows Developers BBS
Windows Applications . . Business Apps./DAC Easy
WordPerfect 11:30 - 1156 Middle C
10:00 - 10:55 Orientation 0S/2 Developers
.20 - 1 Personal Users
BASIC Programming-Adv. 1:30-1:00 Spreadsheet
CAD Tl Pro Startext
Fox Pro Database 00 - 12: WORD
Networking 12:00 - 12:56 2:00 - 2:55
PAF -Genealogy Alpha Four "
Paradox C++/Advanced C Advanced Programmers
Personal Us_ers Communications Community Services
WordPerfect/Windows Desktop Publishing
Unix/Xenix

North Texas PC Users Group, Inc.
P.O. Box 780066, Dallas, TX 75378-0066
Phone (214)746-4699 for recorded information about the User Group and meeting dates.
Please leave a message if you would like specific information about the Group.

The North Texas PC Users Group, Inc., is a non-profit, independent group, not associated with IBM or
any other Corporation. Membership is open to owners and others interested in exchanging ideas,
information, hardware, predictions, and other items related to IBM Personal and compatible computers.
To join the Group, complete the application blank printed eisewhere in this newsletter, and send it with
$24 membership dues to the Membership Director whose address is shown below. A subscription to the
newsletter is included with each membership. The Group meets once each month, usually on the
second Saturday. See cover for date, time and place of the next User Group meeting.

Board of Directors NOTE: To access the BBS Metro line from outside Area

Code 214, use Area Code 214, (This is NOT a toll calf from

Doug Gorrie, Chair Reagan Andrews Fort Worth and the Mid-Cities area.)
Jim Hoisington Andy Oliver
Timothy Carmichael Mark Gruner NTPCUG BULLETIN BOARD
) Fred Wiiliams Settings: N 81
i . (214)387-2751
Officers (214)387-2752
- President Doug Gorrie {214)618-8002 h (214)263-9036 (Metro)
(214)464-7942 w SYSOP: - Fred Williams

President-Elect Andy Oliver (214)2234044 h
(214)871-5750 w

(214)661-4626 w

Tom Prickett
Doug Gorrie
Lewis Graber

Assistant Sysop:
Assistant Sysop:
Information Mgt:

Program Chair. ~ Timothy Carmichael

Payment of dues, address changes, and
inquiries about membership should be
directed to
NTPCUG Membership Director
P.O. Box 780066

Dallas, Texas 75378-0066
(Check newsletter mailing label for your renewal date..)

Members Emeritus
John Pribyl (1924 - 1993)

Phil Charnberiain Jim Hoisington
David McGehee Stuart Yarus
Tom Prickett Connie Andrews

! Kathryn Loafman

Treasurer Raymond T. Reyes (214)495-7071 User Relations: Adam Peterson
Secretary John West (214)620-8741 h DOM Index: Pete Testa
Membership Dir.  Jim Hoisington (214)416-3101h Voice line for validation problems:
Advertising Dir. Douglas McQuaid (214)313-0086h (214)682-0725 Ask for Adam
: Publicity Peyton Weaver (214)462-7980
! Disk of the Month  Kathryn Loafman (214)596-2539 TI PRO BULLETIN BOARD (214)361-5275
| Group Statistician  Connie Testa SYSOP: Tom Blackwell
‘ Volunteer Coord. ~ Claude McClure (214)867-0978 h
[ BBS Fred Williams (214)492-1315 Address Changes, etc...
|

Special Interest Groups

SIG Coordinator ~ Alex Lilley

ACT! Jim Thompson

Alpha Four Ron Jackson
Mac McKeethen

Assembler Frank Cavallito

BASIC Prog-Adv.  Mike Firth
BASIC Prog-Begin. Charles Jacobus

BASIC Prog-Visual Woody Pewitt
Jim Carter

BBS Fred Williams
Doug Gorrie

Brother's Keeper  Neil Sunderiand
Business App/DAC Putt Shaw

Bruce Schubert
C++/ Advanced C  Kent Cobb
CAD Bill Shepton
Communications  Doug Gorrie
Biil Green
Community Svc  Brian Mickel
Alex Lilley
DOS Jim Hoisington
Reagan Andrews, Ph.D.
Dataflex David King
Desktop Publ Lewis Graber
Lamy Linson
Fox Pro Kevin White
Genealogy Al Sanford
Hdw Solutions Peyton Weaver
Gary Johnson
MS Works Mike Firth
Ralph Logan
Investors Dick Ricktuian
Middle C Tom Cook
Local Area Net Bernie Van Roekel
Francis Bright
0S/2 Dev James Dunn
0OS/2 for End Users Bob Fermier
PAF Joe Waldrop
Paradox Fred Williams
Greg Kane
Personal Users Bob Presley
Bob Russell
Programmers Jim Hoisington
Kent Kingery
Quicken Billy Pitts
Jo Johnston
Roots Il John Wylie
Software Review  Pat Henley

Neil Berkowitz

Spreadsheet /[Dev  Mark Gruner
Betty Brooks
StarText Beverly Kurtin
Jim Boughton
Tl Pro Ed Snuggs
Clifford Cade
Unix/Xenix Doug Scott
Jim Staliworth
Windows Applic.  Rick Silvernell
Windows Dev. Arthur English
MS WORD Charles Miller
Janet Patton
WordPerfect Lori Quinn
Mitch Milam

(214)953-4970 w
(214)517-7430 h
(214)487-0085 w
(817)2616159 h
(214)276-3661 h
(214)556-1352 h
(214)423-9221 h
(214)827-7734 h
(817)379-6840 h
(214)230-3485 w
(214)283-2292 h
(214)235-5%68 h
(214)492-1315 h
(214)518-8002 h
(214)464-7942 w
(214)272-2869 h
(214)235-2559 h
(214)669-9633 w
(214)690-5848 h
(214)233-8353 w
(214)343-3862 h
(214)296-1799
(214)618-8002 h
(214)464-7942 w
(817)731-1308 h
{214)521-2938 h
(214)521-6670 w
(214)953-4970 w
(214)517-7430 h
(214)416-3101 h
(214)828-0699 h
{817)640-6130 hM
(214)313-0408 w
{214)335-9103 h
(817)481-2350 hM
(214)644-7536 h
(214)278-7888 h
((214)462-7980 h
(214)937-9676 w
(214)937-5851 h
{214)827-7734 h
{817)498-9746 hi
(214)437-0322 h
(2188718177 w
(817)461-4120 w
(817)451-4540 h

(214]279-5712h
(214)497-8978 w
((817)481-6625 h
(214)444-2195 w
(817)498-5856 h
(214)492-1315
(214)299-9318 h
(21412413307 w
(214)867-1679 h
(214)422-4269 h
(214)416-3101 h
(214)317-0125 h
(214)458-9711 w
(817)430-8148 hM
(214)699-9620 h
(214)4954410 h
(214)2714911 h
(214]326-2526 w
(2144757463 h
(214)064-8174 h
(214]618-1608 h
(817)355-9594 h
(214)314-6304 w
(817)478-6665 h
(817)265-8044 w
(214)348-0664 h
(214)357-5522 h
(817)267-0758 h
(817)878-0367 w
(214)596-7807 h
(214)604-2226 w
(214)306-5422 h
(214)250-8146 w
{214)618-1266 h
{903)938-4220
(903)886-6249
(214]255-0555 w
(817)481-6453 hM
(214)823-9837
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